
CAPT. GRO. K *  hlGCLAIN, GU)UCRSTER, EAASS. 

------ 
Aced 53. I L i v e s  at Rockpor.t, K E ~ s .  

X'aster of' vessel  33 years. Ea8 been lais?iinG 

since he was 10 y e w s  old. %;ester of' schooner 

1:arpe ro i t e I;a sk i n s  

fias no% beon south oinca the  c l o s e  season 

be Fan. F'afo-a that wen; nearly 20 years 

stsady. Lervc! here 5bo;it 25th of' A : ~ i l . ~  ana 

rrieet the f'ish *&breast of Leltiware. Iiar*:ily 

e v e r  went :'arther south. Txonty od,l years n ~ o  

went; south as far &s h p e  X e n ~ y .  O n t  5sty E o t  

8 wash barrels j2s.L inside of' t h o  LiyhL.  
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i r s t  see the f ish ac t lLe  south, 

E* i n  tho rer:l.on @f Cave Henry, t hey  are p i n p  

about parrsflel with the coa8t,  bout Y. N.E. 

When they R e t  abreast of' Y e w  York they head 

m o ~ e  t o  the  eastward. When he 8ees them there 

they a m  sometimes sckroalinf; and sometimes 

scattered, j u s t  as it happens. gfhfsn he first 

sees t.hem they are poor, ami f ' u l l  OF spawn. 

Does w t  think there is much difference in 

the sirre of sprinfr schools and those that come 

l a t e r .  "?I@ s i z e  of' the 8 C h O O l S  has been 

q r o w i n ~  maller of l a t e  years, very much 8 0 .  

The f ' l a h  In the? schools are mostly on the  sur- 
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PI they came rieht i n  within 24 hours, -'ou 1 d 

s t r i k e  Canso a s  quick a s  t h e y  rroula strike Cape 

j Sable. Thinks w m e  of the schoals seen south 

in,the spriq stop on the I?ova Scotia shore 8s 

t h q p  along, but thinks there is  another 

school that some8 in from offshore out af the 

edge of the elf stream. Some z h a ~  s t r i k e  

further to the eastward than any that r;a in in 

the sprfw here, that strike t he  Cape Shore an8 

I*;O into the Gulf of St. Xmrrence. Qould 

expect to s t r i k e  t h a t  l a ter  body at about the 

same date each y e a r .  They do not very much, 

a The earl ies t  he e v w  c&:r;ht f i s h  8011th . .  
mu t 

If 
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be mer 70 or 80 m i l b s  o f f  the J e r s e y  coastr  6 

T o  t h e  eastward of Yew York E;et them s l i t t l e  

nearer in. 

mer, the f i s h  leave in t h e  f a l l  they  

follow the coast about the arsme ~118 they do in 

the spring. They take  a n o r t h  and south 

course u n t i l  they net  clear of the coast .  

%e them in lar9:e bodies in the f a l l  when they  

r e t  ready to leave. Does not think they mote 

much faster in the f a l l  unless they 8rs a 

I l i t t l e  l a t e  o r  i t  eomea on heavy .Rather. 

m e y  travel  about 12 to 15 mtles i n  24 hour*. 

Ha8 not followed t h e m  very faw south in the 
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little. 

Yo mackerel off' hers now. 

Flas never  mu@t mackerel  tn t h e  w i n t e p ,  

FTas !mmd of their- h e f y  taken aut o f  o the r  

f i sh  on tC=sorEes in midain'ter; smal.1 mackerel, 

about 9 o r  10 Inches.  ?:ever talran there  i n  

great. nimhers ; j ~ 8 %  sczt t eying fi sh. Pi sh 

have been caught fn the w i n t e r  down a:-oand 

. GmnB ?&man in BODE? of tho weirs not many ye-8 

zrm; cznnot sa:' what m n t h ,  bat  after the 

v e s s e l s  have knocked off. 

Rave seen g e a ~ s  t h a t  we thous3t c e r t a i n  

bodies of f i s b  worked up. the ?a;.e Shore and 

struck h e ~ e ,  b~t, d i d  not  know far ccr t s fn .  

it, does not f o l l o n  that t k e y  p r i l l  P-nr! them 

s m a l l  on t he  Cape Shore, Find them at C:rand 
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k?anan, or thereabout@. Not rmny f i s h  on t h i s  

coast that size .  
FB 
4 ,  

After June they  f i n d  the best f i sh ing  

from C8pe Cod to Eriar Island; sornetirnss of f -  

shore; and sometimes inshore. fqay corne in to  

the South Channel and play offshore 30 or 50 

miles perhaps from land, and may come on the  

' coasL' and go Gicht into the bays, j u s t  a s  i t  

happens. Of' l a t e  year8 more apt to go into 

the rivers and bays; all along the coast of 

hlainw -om Portland to Rastport. Have known 

f i s h  t o  E O  up the  rivers into the *gunks* as  

we call i t .  Eave cau@it them up t he  z.iv%rs, 

i n  Johns Eay, and up around Georges River.. 

Rockland Pay, and up Penobscot and around 

vennebec, and up in the ?Aachias 

Bay is  a great place i'or t h e m ,  

them insftore more than ofi'ahore 

1- 

River, Ca 

A p t  to fin 

of l a t e  yen 

especially in the m m r  months. Thinks o 

reason why they p~ inshore and up t h e  hays 

rivers i a  t o  {yet better feed ,  sometimes to 

sc 0 

d 

and 



8 

away from blue i l sh ,  generally aomethinp, forces 

P t h e m  in;  cares than, 

The 8 G h O O l S  are affected by other f i s h  

preying npon them, 

bonitoes or albacore LO aause periods of' 8c8r- 

Etas known blue f'3sh, 

c i t y  In mackerel. Often times will d r i v e  them 

so that they do not  know where to f i n d  them. 

Find d i f f e r e n t  size8 or' mackerel in the 

z1:,mu sakools quite often. 'They range all 

s i z e s ;  sometimes 6own"to 8 or 9 i n c h  maakerel, 

up t o  the ver*y bimest onesw ~ o u l d  not  expect 

t o  find m y  school with the IYah a l l  t;he Same 

Size. This year the mackerel appares  to be 
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They generally eome just before what we call 

I- the main body of' fYsh. 'That would !>e about 

the 15th to 20th of Ir?ay. noes not think there 

i s  much chanye in the  size of the f i sh .  The 

size variaa. This year about a l l  l a r p  dne8. 

A few years q o ,  for about half a dozen y e a r s  

topether, we cot all small ones, so that  the 

price  of small ones was way down t o  fiothinc, 

and t h e  price of larce one8 was very hi@. 

Could not 888m tQ g a t  %ny big mackerel for 8 

nwnber of' yeasa. Since that  these small one8 

have disappeared, and what wa, get  now are a l l  

I t o  

e 

It8 

hat .  

a1 1 
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alonl: the aoast; f3-m backside of Block Isletnd 

alose Inshore: in to  shallow water. no not 
6- 

know what depth,  but quite ahallan 'later. 

Po not think they can QO down in deep water 

and spawn, Has not obsal'red whether they 

spawn during the day or n i @ t .  The f i - a t  onas 

we ret i n  t he  spring are hardly ready to 

spawn. I f  WQ oatch them when ready to spawn 

i t  w i l l .  spurt aut of' them. Do not f ind any 

f i s h  that have spawned i n  the sprint:. 

Maekerel are not as aative about the 

spawniw time. Oftentims re rill s e t  a seine 

for theue f f a h  that  are going t o  epawn about 

d 

a l l  

i t  

down 

no t 
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m e y  BrF? less ready to take t h e  hook at 

that  t i m e ;  do qat  b i t e  much. *:ore art to bo 

l y f n y ;  on the bottom, Somt.9mts we will lose 

them. They ax-? lfsble t,c, disarpear most m y  

time. They ay,rear t o  sink about the spevnirl~: 

~ e t s o n ,  2nd do not show theneelves f o r  two OF 

three reeks, Of'tantImgs k a v ~  a sahool come .tp 

on t o y  of t h e  m t 9 -  t o  fe9d.  If %e art? thers  

a t  t h a t  t ins  can c s t c h  them q u f t ?  sasy. 

P.fter $!:at, the f i r s t  thinp: ne know t h e y  are  

pone ana do qa t  see t h m  for a l o n r  time. 

Then th4  3ptia.l  is out of them and they are 

poor, Vo fat orl them unt i l  the spawn is out. 

AftrPr t h s t  t h e y  f a t  up very quickly. 

Doss not think-%key art: as abundant as 

they wem 20 yerira apo, t a k e  them as a whole, 

both large and amal l  oqea. This year there 

has baon a fair quanticy of larpe mzmkero l ,  

about all t h s t  s i z e ,  -No mixed %ehools t o  

amount to anythinp this '  year, Ve consi.;isr 

t h a t  k i n d  p r e t t y  shy ,  hardly  ever R e t  a b i p  

oatch of them, 
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Tbe cause of t h e  decrease is p r e t t y  hard 

fqspsh thm. AboiaL 1P75, f o r  a fow ysar6,rnore 

cayh- t  t h  !I in 1846 . 
Wen. they 8e'3 srnall mackerel in large 

q u a n t i t i e s  one year,  g e n e r a l l y  look f'ov thap 

t o  come back the  next  yeas +i th  another y e a r ' q  

growth on them, PJut some y e a r s  they vroqlpl 

n o t  3eem to bs the same f i s h ,  naulZ not'bc 8 s  

msny of them, an" aoiila not  se3m to corrasppncl 

I n  8ize. noes ?@t alwaya fo l low chat a fayee 

of large f i s h  %he n e x t  year. 

fs ?lot carta4.n whether t h e  closo qaaaon 
, .  

dfd  much good or not. Does not think it d i d  a 

great deal a f 'harn .  Rut does n o t  thin': i t  

protecteci tho q a a n i n g  fish much, becwase by 



1.3 
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out o f  the hU8ini98S of course. If it does 

no t ,  they will come back on their o l d  grounds. .r 

~‘ou la  not perscrnally advocate any r e p l a t i o n s  

of’ the f’ishery at the present time. L e t  i t  

repulats i t s e l f .  Fas not Been in the Gulf 

this year. “‘as not dovrn the Nova Scotia 

C O t i S t  this year. Used to dola great deal of 

hook and l i n s  i’fahinp: i n  the Gulf. Does not 

know that it .;oald bo a very serious deprlva- 

it p r e t t y  hard i ’ O P  sfmtl fbr a spell. 

vm1.d n o t  he R very serious matter t o  

mackerel fishapmerl t o  ~ i v e  up f’ishinc in the 

Florth Pay w i t h  s%lnes. hlicht g o ,  possibly,  

and do nearly se; w a l l  with the hook. 
\ 

If the purse erein9 vas given lap on our 

coast ,  doe8 not believe they could catch them 

e IPS t h e y  used to before tbey went seining, but 

mipht htta j u s t  thno s m e  if‘ they went the erne 

way. The we!‘ it, usec: Lo be,  would sometimes 

f a l l  in with a larce body of f i sh  8 c h o o l i n ~  on 
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womr18, and me would heave bait  into t h e m ,  but 

they would not look a t  a hook the f i r s t  day, 
* 

but we k e p t  at it, anL; Lhey would stop school- 

ing; then as  a general thing woxld EO to 

catchin!. them. Sometimes g e t  them as IasL as 

we could haul them in., Do not know why we 

could not do it non. Used to be a preat deal 

01' that f i sh ing  Gone i n  the G u l f .  Has not 

been i n  the Gulf lately f i s h i q ;  not for 4 or 

5 year's. 110 not many g o  there nor, 

Thinks ;he purse seine has a tendency tO 

break up tile schools. h e a v i y  seines at a 

body 01' f ' ish sorretimes b r e a k s  them up i n  a 

short t i m e .  They c h q e  their  pos i t ion  and 

go out of' our reach. P r e t t y  hard t o  account 

for the sniall c a ~ c h  oi' mckerel  on t h i s  coast 

duriw the l a s t  f i v e  years ,  Pohether i t  i s  the a 
seines that have caughL them up, or whether the  

se ines  sheered t h e m  off' i n  some other  direct ion 

or whether i t  i s  tihe lack of f i s h  comiw t O  

maturity. I t  may be  f rom natural causes, or 



it may be %hey k e s p  aut 0:’ sipat caused by the 

ol, se ines  sco r inc  them.  

?:eve)- fol lowed mackeiwl  fur thar tlirrn Cay:e 

’rorth. !-!as been in i,he Gulf of St. Lawrence 

i r  % Y o  .sFring. In t b c  0un;lrici- season has been 

to A n t 4 c = o s t i .  F!.d  lot 713 south this yeer, b u t  

hts vessel v s n t  v r S t l i  a n o t h z r  man. Jaugh t 

ak,O;it 200 barrels in oqe t i s i p ,  about the l o t h  

of ’lay. h l y  T O  t ::bout 400 barrels w h i l a  

south. 3ij  i l ? ~  k q r t  of m y  v e s s o l  down there .  

Got 2 r t O  bn.-rc?ls at one haul. 

?“nc!<e:ml f3t?~1 upon d4 iYerent t!;ings, 

juci~5nF t?y rh:it *.*e f iwl  !n them. Consider es 

the n a t u r a l  fowl zhssa little bits of’ things,  

mtaut, thP s:amo a s  rrr.,sta,-d seed. ‘r’ill Se:? the 

rnter sparkle  !uith t!ierql: some roc;, oshers Gray: 

~ 1 1  colors. -at we c a l l  seed. T h a t  is ihe  

e _*lafl;ral Pond for r a c k o r e l .  They seem t o  be 

aom6nted  *!en flaePJn(- Q ?  t h a t ,  rind get fat  

theq.  ? i n d  5 t .  e l l  ove- the mast  some years 

very p l a n t i f b l l y ,  Some years  not nnieh of it. 
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Sometimes see a great many mackerel and not 

much f e d ;  and aomet%mea a l a r g e  amount of feed 

and not many f i8h .  Sometimes catch mackerel 

Arll of th i s  feed, and yet  do not 8ee %he feed. 

It may be under the surface 80 that  we cio not  

8ee i t .  There is a kind of food which burns 

the naokerel. It is  what we acill the  cayenne 

..r 

Differen t  from the red 8e8d. It  i s  s o f t  so 

that it  rill run, and is very red. When we 

find that  i n  them it will rot t h e m  very quickly 

They will not keep. Seams t o  burn t h e i r  

b e l l i e s  r i r h t  out.  f t  does not afi'ect t he  

q u a l i t y  ol' t h e  mackerel a t  a l l .  They are  j u s t  

as mod q u a l i t y ,  i f  ye d m  take care  of them i n  

time, but they will spoil  quickly,  e s p e c i a l l y  

in w a r m  weather, and if.' they a r e  very fat. 

Thi8 'p;unk* is p r e t t y  wall d i s t r i b u t e d  alone 

rlr the coas t ,  in the  summer months e spea ia l ly .  

Daea not know that he ever aaw any early i n  t h e  

spr ing.  Fin6 other t h ine8  i n  the stomachs of 

mackerel; admetimes l i t t l e  f ish;  sometimes sea 
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f leas .  This fall in Eoston Ray, the surfaae 

of' the water was s o l i d  with these l i t t l e  sand 

f l e b d ,  about 3/4 of an i n c h  long. 
I) 

Craucht mO8t of my f i s h  t h i s  year in Eoston 

Ray, th is  fall. TJot very : ood f i s h f n f ;  on the  

coast in tha  smmer; very mal1 cat.ch. The 

f i u h  ahowert a l l  surmer by s y e l l s ,  say fbr 10 

days or 8 0 ,  but t h i s  f a l l  t h e y  schooled p r e t t y  

well affFoston Ray alonr i n  October. Thegn 

f i sh ,o f  cousse, must have been t,o thz eastward 

durinf: the a m e r  months, probably around the 

a o a i t  of Maine somewhere. Y e n  t h e y  showed 

irp t h i s  fall  tn Raaton Pay t h e y  were a l s o  

schaofinf down a t  llonheean and of?. the coast  

of Portland. 

No partieulelr parts of tho coast  t h a t  % h e y  

seem to avoid. B4ay e x p e c t  LO f i n d  them nny- 

rc) where, wherever there is mift'fcfnnt, Rater f o r  

them t o  pl:!y in. 

The 1arp;aet number of' veasels hf! ever saw 

workinp: t a ~ e t h e r  was abaut 300; in t h e  v i c i n f t y  

. 
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Of Foston Bay, alonf:  about Sertember o r  

October. €:as not  fisheb off' Elock Island 

th i s  year. 

* 

If' m c k e r o f  g e t  no better then they have 

been of' l e t e  years, hard13 think t h e y  w i l l  make 

8 sut~cess  of t h e  s t e m  s e i n e  bort. The 

vessels havinc the steam s e i n e  boat have done 

no b e t t e r  this year than other v e s s e l s .  There 

i s  z savin? OF' labor on tk2 s t e m  seine boats. 

I'o not have t o  row any. 20 not think %hey 

can ptlpse t h 8  s t i n e  any  qlxicker than we can. 

Can EO aroilnd the fish quicker ,  howeva-r. Tt 

i s  niuah c o s t l i e r ,  and heavy t n  tow, m d  t h e  

r i s k  ol' l o s i n p  t h e  boat is greater. Cannot 

t ake  it on board. The p a t s n t  puraer has not  

been u8ed very extensively y e t .  ifas no t  rut 

it i.1 his  boat y e t ,  Understands i t  works well 

rl) A thousand mesh fill l e n c t h  se ine  w i l l  Cost 

about $1,000. General l ength  about 200 'to 225 

fathoms. fill l a s t  3 or 4 years if' wel l  t aken  

care of, Preserve them aith coal t a r .  SEslt 
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I, 

. 

it when w e  8 x 0 ~  it away; th:.it is, if’ t h e r e i s  

any wfu’yw in it. Feep them w e t  a l l  :hs t i m e ,  

until win te r ,  ahgn we dry  them and stow tf.ern 

away 

The cast  01’ tho o u t f i t  f o r  s e i n t n f :  is 

much creater than f’ar hand line. 

Ship my men on shares. The cook cess 

extra pay. €!EVE? 1G or 17 men ;‘or two seines. 

Have both m i n e s  at the u a m  time. P C  S Se 1 9 

have been carryinf- two seines quite 8 number 

of years, perhaps 15 yea-a. ”Jearly a l l  vesseib 

uarry t * * * o  se ines  nor, All u8e pockets  f o r  

p r e 8 e m i n p  the f i s h .  Pockets 0 0 8 t  about *loo. 

Pimensions of pocket a:oJt 1000 meshes deep;  

made of  very heavy anine. 

Sometines catch other  fish Ti t* ;  the 

mckerel ;  sometimes *?,.et ‘ iwt- inp;  sometimes r e t  

what we c a l l  kyacks .  They a r e  n e a r l y  l i k e  the 

herrinc, about l i k e  an aleaife.  
e 

Ha8 been m a h  destruction of mackerel vi:h 

the seine in past years .  Eave l o s t  8 coed 
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many f i sh  i n  y e a r s  cone by f ro , , ,  havinf; z o  heave 

them overboard, Fere no t  prepared L O  a a l t  

them then. 

.., 
Sometimes used to mt menhad8n w i t h  

mackerel, but not many now. I:ardl3 eve'. 

ca tch  blue f i s h  w i t h  m c k e r o l .  -!-iave seen 

bltle fish as far east  a s  Mount ?@se15t Rock.  

Kave taken shad with mackerel  qJite oiten. 

Sorrietimes the,  are  mixed, hali' sf;srl and hslf 

- -  

mackerel. Xackere l  w i l l  not attncr.  LZ i.211 

g-owq shad, Pall erown sha5 is larger than 

the mekerel ,  :,ackerel w i l l  eat the  scales 

off t h e  kyacks.  

separate from mackerel. Sometim3s it pays 

very w e l l  t o  ca tch  them. Great p lace  for 

t l l e m  in the v i  c in i  t y  01' Kennubee. C a t c h  t h e m  

U along in A u p s t .  T h e y  no t  headiw in any 

clfrection; ;seem t o  be playing around and feed- 

ing. Have no spam in t h e m  then, They a r e  

frit at that t i m e .  Hardly ever catch them in 
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the JprinF: in t h e  ae!nes. Sometimes catch 

them on t h e  Cape Shore, just a f e w .  ?:o 

s~awrn in them then. T 3 a t  is alonp in June ,  

and the spam is out of' them. 

TTeaer took salrnoq in the aeinea, Caurbt 

a l i t t l e  one once, t ha t  is a l l .  C0i;ld n o t  

remember j u s t  wTht?na it was. 

noes not know whether tklq &ore fishermen 

are interfered with by thze ssirles or not .  

T h e y  used to Trow1 consj.derably at t h o  seines, 

b u t  not mich now. The, n t s t t e r s  a-e not 

interfered with h a r d l y  any by t 3 e  rrelnes, ?or 

tilo reason that  the  f i s h  they catch i n  t h e i r  

net8 we cannot catch i n  the  minee .  Hardly 

ever cet any f i s h  from schools. Our f f s h i n r  

i s  w i t h  s c a t t e r i n p  f ish.  

Re do a good deal OS os- a e i n i m  at nieht .  

? id  not use to f i s h  nighta .  Probably 15 yearr  
I) 

alfo was the  first we undertook nirht f i s h i n r .  

Bow whenever the water f'ires we are laokinr f o r  
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fieh. They a r e  l e s s  shy at nicJ;t .  Can catcl.: 

* them very easily a s  e ycne-al Lhiq:. fIevc a11 

k i n d s  of methods of' i'ishinf; at nicht .  

times water does not. fire mich ana the  skipper  

roes on t h e  masthead. Can 8 c c  L ! : m  better 

there. 

n i sh t s .  

Some- 

Ca:mot do ~ ~ y t h i f i ~  on moonlityhi 

c 

a 



CAPT ELIPKAIJT 'WARP, GLOUGE STER , MAS;; 

* 
Interviewed by Filliam P'akeham and Huch E:. 

Smith,' 'Tovomber 16, 1893. 

Aged 63. Has had 40 years' e w e r i s n e e  in 

mackerel f i sh ing .  His f i r s t  experierlce was i n  

1851. V ' a s t s r  o f  schooner f lot ice ,  o?' Gloucea- 

ter. 

fiaa bean muth 8 or 10 year8  scinin?.  And 

was hookinq when he was i i  boy., %en he was 8 

boy founit f i s h  off' Cape L:ay and Sana) Xook. 

That was thl; southem limit. Q'as about 11 

year8 old then. Useu to heave bait tinti toll 

them'up; wbFe not  i n  -schools zhm. Iias used 

the seine about t; y e a r b .  T h i s  last 4 yeare, 

been hooking. Ha8 not been south i n  the l a s t  

e 4 years. Reen hookinp, i n  the "Torth Bay. 

Before that  was sefnine  on t h i s  shore. Got 

dawn to the 'Iorth Pay i n  July. no not intond 

t o  be there before the lat of J u l y .  In the 
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Bay after the  4th of J u l y .  Eado for East 

Point,  and then Kacdalen Islands. Go down 

the Bay (Gulf' of St, thrrencet) because think 

we o m  ret better hookinp than on this shore. 

no not inaka a practiae of' hooking on this &:ore 

beCaU8e think the:. do bet te r  at other p l a c e s .  

Thinks seininp: in teef ' e rs  with the hookinc. 

Remains Rboiit 3 1/? months i n  the Fay. 10 or 

15 years a p  were no hookers around. Averaced 

about 20 b a r r e l s  a year. Brent hookinc be fore  

the use of' the purae seines. Could averaee 

about 500 to 600 b a r r e l s ,  Has b e m  in the Ray 

15 or 16 years. CoAd f i l l  the vessel, All 

tlie rest of' the v e s s e l s  used to  g e t  them tibout 

that time. Much larcer fleet fisl-iinr in t he  

Bay then t h a n  now, about 200 s a i l s .  Was been 

as far- north as Gaspe. Never been up in the 

a St, Lawrence River, nor on t h e  'Jorth coast .  
t )  

bfi - 
He was the first that s t a r t e d  hookinRCg),: 

Gat 220 barrels i n  1889. Cod f ' ishinp i n  J u l y  

has been his business, and then PO for nackorel  
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Cave up seinine 4 yeB:-s  aeo because he 

** had a vessel with another man, and he sold out, 

and after s e l l i n p  h i s  ves381, Lhis vesssl he 

hes 9ow happened LC? suit h i . 7 1 ,  so he concluded 

t o  f it  her for the Ray, 

Go down t o  t h e  Pay about the tiellinning 5f 

J u l y ,  and general ly  s t a y  until t h e  1 s ~  of 

"ovember. Last year lef'; the 6th. mis year 

came away the 1c")th of October. There were 

mackerel there  -~hm ha  l e f t .  In t he  hooking 

business of lata years, a f t er  9ctober comes in 

do n o t  hava many rishing aay5, and the reason 

we do not  s t a y  is, we only G e t  about one day a 

week, and t h e  msn g e t  dissatisfied. If we had 

a seine vrclu3.d s:uy l o n p r .  

f ? s c k e r e 1  not 'as abunslant in t ! m  Pay as 

t h e y  w e P C  in  years gone bs. Could heave 

vesse l  to in an:- part of' the  Ray, m d  t o l l  up * 
fish and c a t c h  r,hern, almost a3 many you 

could take cart? of. More dish t h i s  year than 

he has seen f'o- 3 years. A r s  get t ing  rather 
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scarce,  however. For three rebke on C a p  

Breton, have seen f i s h  as fa:.. 8s the eye could 

S ~ O .  One vesoe l  c ~ m ~ l ' l t  270 barrels  f n . 6  

d 

rleys. * Pent to the  l;ar:salen I s l a n d s  abodt the 

10th of' J u l y  t i nc t  s t a i d  until the 1st of' Sept. 

Got nast  fish off' OroseLsfG? I s land .  !Yd 39% 

GO over by ! " . ~ S B C O U .  "rxs ;lp as far a8 7Tortb 

Capo last year a m i  this Sear, bat  d i d  riot. flo 

anythfnc, Last 4 ; y e a r s  what ma&erel he has 

I 

' t ,  

: 

II 

I .  
8 .  

of them RFE?KR t!-t, J'irst oi' J u l y .  Was t h e r e  

about t he  15th and d i d  n o t  st?* any spnwni . .  

The nnckerel he caurht the  1 5 t h  of J u l y  
: >  

* at ?!aplalen 7alandls w r e  the f a t t e s t  fish, 

Tho f i r s t  mackerel were better thnr? the l a s t  

ones, but cunnot t e l l  mach &houfr t h a t  RS the? 

are d i f f e r a n t  school% of f i sh .  The f i s h  on 
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cot nixed m a c k n r e l  ~ 3 i 8  2aa.r;  E: ~ o c d  deal 

smaller z h a r ~  in years p c s t .  The f'irst t w o  

years tie went t h e r e  cot 1G am. 17 ir,eh meckcrel 

'Tow t h e y  a v e r q e  about 13 l/2 to 14 fnches.  

a11 s e i n e r s .  Shallow grounds r c , 0 8 t l y ,  80xm . 

places they can se ine  und some they canriot. 

They come out 0;' t h e  f;uy down tfirou@ the 

the f ish go around C51~l.c T:orth. See n f o o d  

rmny  ?ish wheu  t h e y  E O  down, but in i .he f u l l  

3, 



G 

It t a k e s  Ionper to ra i se  f i sh  noit. t.han i n  

the early days. ‘Y11 l a y  now probably two OF 



7 

afain w i l l  rais:: t h w ~  i n  half an hour; nat a 4B 

b o d i e s  this :'t?.zir, 3o:cever; l o o k e d  rather l i k e  

ol:! times. T I ~ J '  ca~~i .?  u p  on t o p  of' the water 

this  year. 3ever;il cines thinks the;. had 50 

tn l O f J . b ~ i r r ? f s  un2.s- ? . P I O ~ ?  bottom, b ~ t  haa no 

Vt?83t?l. T found the  f i s h  and d i d  well; o t h e r  

vsssels  noiilrl-hevs cion3 t.9c s a m e  had they been 

9 there.  Ca:ipht them an the same ground that 

f i a h ,  Do not see blue f i s h  in the  Pay. 
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Wmt. disturbs t h c t  f i s h  in the  Pay i 8  the do? 

f i s h .  *36ver SRW doff f‘ish bef’orcs uqtil l n s t  

p@&v. Triey are i n  w e ! q t  numbers at llapdalen’a 

They a re  s o m t h i n p  i e w .  !b’8acksrel do r lot  l i k s  

squid  very well, ~ 1 ~ k o i i s - h  t.here %!-e plr?qty of 

them. 

d 

Thinks  th7fjy pet, b i w e f  f i s h  with the  

seines tharl w i t h  t h e  hook and l i n e .  me.1 you 

have a seine and  et around a school of i’i-sh 

you re+, them a l l  as a terleral t.hin3. In lay- 

i n@ to Po- f i s h ,  you cull them out.; the small 

f i sh  come to the  mrf’liee 01’ t h e  water and the 

b i p  ones stay  under .  

Think8 the seines are destructive t o  

mackerel. If you have a hundred schools of 

f i s h  and a hundred se ines  t h e r e ,  they &re p i n g  

to cntch every one of them. Since t h c  m i n e  

4B ha8 been i r l  peneral U R ~  t h e  amount of mackerel 

taken is not as l a m a  R O  I t  used to be with 

hook and l 3 n e .  There vere ware f i s h  thsn t3?&n 

nor. hIore -f ish between Cave Cod and Cape 
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Ann. Have not seen a n y  1'1s.h for 12 years that 

T: call f i s h .  Attributes ths d8creas2 o f 

mackerel to the seines .  

I# 

%en tho mackerel first came in at. t he  

south we used to catch them orl th? hook c l o s e  

in. 1;ackerel had a recular route to G O .  

They useti t o  corrle up off' Flock ? a l a n d  abound 

inshore all the way alonq. ?TOY z h e y  s tr ike  

way o f f .  Do not come up as c l o s e  inshore as 

they used to 0'1 account of' r.he seines.  

Mackerel would have been scarcer than they are 

now if' tho c lose  season had not  been put  on. 

Thinks the  same macker.?l which the) A n d  

on the so-.ithorn pwtind come up on the 'Tew 

P,np;land cbasz l a t e r  ir\ t h e  eeeson. 

He would favor the  c l o s e  time law, 

Vould do away w i t h  the purae scf.nes alsopether, 

* that i s  haw he would regulate them. Thi?rks a 

good many fishermen are, OF t h a t  opinion. Doe8 

not, th1n.k it would c r i p p l e  the tnd-mtry. 

Th.fnks t h e y  would do better. They would take  



10 

the hooks as  they used t o  do. Might not catch 

c) 80 many f i s h ,  but would m a k e  more money. 

Could catch enough fish with the hooks to 

supply tho market, at m y  rate.  

Cannot catch near the amount of' Ash on 

Oearges Rank that they used to .  Large 

quantities of young mackerel have been des- 

troyed by the seines. More destroyed than 

are ever brought into p o r t ;  by oatchinc srall 

f i s h ,  petting them r!.eshed and f ' i l l inr the  

seine, and than drawiny the  se ine  and throainq 

them away. Have had 500 barrels in t h o  

seine,  and p i c k e d  out 20 barr*els, and l e t  the 

rest  KO. They w r e  all dead. Other vessels 

catch 4 times as many as I catch:---murder 

barrels where 1 murder bucket s .  

Weirs do ti 8ood deal of' that too6 O f  

B lata years they have not bee i mashed 80 much, 

as %hey have beon big;; that is ,  for about the 

last 12 y e a r s ,  

If' thlsy catch mackerel before they  spa in  
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it w i l l  m a k e  them niLIch scarcer. Juhe mo&erel 

aFe a l l  full of' spawn, an< am poor, The best d 

mackerel we get  are in August ,  then t h e y  are 

fat. T h i n k s  the mackerel alovlr this &ore 

spawn ear l ier  than t h e y  do i-. t h e  Ray, 

Thinks a regalation prohibit inr purse 

sa in ine  in t he  Pay would be a cood t?itnp* 

That would not c r i p p l e  t ! !e i ndus t ry  to any 

great e x t e n t ,  and would encourape th:: hook and 

lineae in the Ray, and-evcPywhere, f o r  that 

matter . 
Only 4 hook and liners f ? - o m  Glouces),er 

. this  y e a r ,  noes not know whether t h e r e  were 

any a l m E  t h i s  shore or not ,  Not mch hoskirgq 

done alone here. About every boas has a seine 

Raat.8 02' any size have EL l i t t l e  Win8 in the 

d6ry. 

Find s i c k  m a a k 3 _ ~ 3 3  i n  the schools. Find 

mackerel j u s t  ti8 poor in Tjcrptsmbar as  in the 

spring. 3upToses it is the, resul t  of some 

dineam, t ha t  they  do not fee3 l i k e  sRzinc,  



12 

Very seldom f ind  o t h e r  fish mixed w i t h  

mackerel. Eut ca t ch  doe; f i s h  cbn t h i s  shore. 

*Tever caught any blue f i sh  with mackerel, but 

has  caueht whole schools of blue fish.  L o t s  

of' blue f i s h  caucht off' Block I s l and ;  a l s o  shad 

ahd b u t t e r  f i e h .  A l l  kinds of f i s h  the re  when 

he i s  ca tch ing  mackerel. 

d, 

Kould favor doing away with t h e  purse 

seine. A l w a y s  believed in hooking, but l o t s  

of cap ta ins  would not q r e e  t o  that. They 

prefer t o  KO seining. It  i s  a quick way t o  

cutch f i s h .  Can a e t  500 b a r r e l s  of f i s h  in 

7 to 10 minutes. These pur-se seiqes c lean  the 

ocean r i c h t .  out .  Everpthinc they see i n  t he  

shape of mackerel t h e y  capture. 11' there are 

100 schools of mackerel and 100 seines, they 

w i l l  ca tch  them a11 up. 

a There are lots of' l i t t l e  mackerel growing 

up. Saw a good many t .his year .  They were 

t h i s  year's nackerel .  They say m & e r o l  only 

grow an inch a year a f t e r  the first year. 
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Has seen f i s k  i n  r.ho Ray and at Mafdalen's one 

year, and. the next year would not see them. * 
Did not  know where they went. 

Mackerel spawn rFght where you c a t c h  them. 

Off h p d a l e n ' s  there  is n place c ~ l l e d  t he  

Green Flank whore he thinks t h e y  p to qawn,  

and then come back to the shore again .  

T h e y  take t h e  hook freely before they 

spawn. Catch them a s  soon as they g e t  i n  the 

Pay, the f i r s t  of June. noes not -r,hink they 

b i t e  a8 f r e e l y  about the spaaninp t i m e ,  but 

thay'alnays used t o  catch i,hem the9, I a s t  

yoamhe went se in inc ,  they said when we r o t  off 

No Kran's Land we would not catch any mackerel 

because they %e,*u eatt , ing ready t o  spawn, but 

we d i Z  catchemme. FTas never t a k e r ,  mckere l  

. _  

with the spawn runniny; from them tha t  he knows 

3 of. IIas caught them whon t he  wann was pretty 

ripe, but not r i p e  enouch t o  be runninc.  The  

most ha has seen this last 4 years, t he  .spawn 

wars a1.1 ouc of them. Flsed t o  f i n d  them down 
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south mar 'Tow York ni?h spam that '::as hard. 

!b There has been vessels some 30 years EI&O 

that  have cuughr, 1700 barrels a year. Had 

some bad years Ivhen v e s s e l s  n o ~ f d  not average 

109 barrels a year .  He never writ in the Eay 

but what he got a full fare. 

Does n o t  inLen& to follow the  f ishing 

bustncss mu& l onge r ,  bu; sould  l i k e  t.0 see 

the seinin:,  stop~cs. If you put 50 sa i l s  

aro'iincl $.he !r;u~dzlcn's  rith s e i n e s ,  they :\auld 

c l a m  them e n t i r e l y  out; boats would not  68% 20 

b a r r e l s  of fish,  because it is a s n ; e l l  p lace ,  

all up, an0 d r i v e  away what t h e y  ciid not CELL&. 

T5ere vtoulc: be z good many complaints  ,?lade Et 

the  k'.a@alen's if the seimrs wer? to s t a y  

there ,  but it is a p r e t t y  hard place to seine 

and t h e y  mig?!t't lase a gooZmany vesse l s  by pll) 

runnlnc on the rocks .  There w e  many bad 

place8 in t h e  F.ay b3side8i t h e  5"agBd.tn's where 

it i s  hard i o  TO t n to  fa:* a vessel drawinc. 
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about 14 feet  of r a t e r .  TonnezFe of his 

11) ressal 63 .  

would be l o t s  of’manag made a t  hookinp if 

t h e r e  w e r e  no seines.  T h i n k s  mackerel are 

more shy thai t h e y  used to be. In yeers p a s t  

used t o  j i n  s o m e t i m s  all ni,pht o n  the west 

rsrt of tcospes.  Got 100 sash barrels in FA 

niF”t1t . T h f s  happened w h m  he wr.s younc. 

Sainlnp, is e a s l e r  t h a n  j i ec ins ,  but i t  is a 

pore erperlsive o u t f i t .  

He co t  130 barrels this year. .Tha t  

number of barrels w a o u l d  not, pay a seiner. 

They have ell 1ar~f;e crer,-15 to 20 men, and t ’ e  

c o s t  of seines and s e i n e  boats.  A l l  it c o s t s  

118 is our bortt, which c o s t s  in the nei@iborhood 

of $IW. C;ettainc two seines ready f a r  sea 

wonld Co8t that much. A vessel  uncier ordintlry 

circumstances ~ o u l d  use frm 50 to BO barrels  

of bait diirlny: 3 months f i s h i n q .  rfe carry 

about 60 barrels Rnd f;enerP,1Iy 1188 i t  a l l .  

W e  use Srh8.t ’*e call poF.?es. T t  c o s t g  us h.50 



be a qreat many hookers nL on<> tine. '_"hi s 

I 
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t 



very poor. ?To fst  fish man: tkm. Fisk: do not 
rn 



1?3':(3 m c h  of a 





e r e l .  Fie:. ore  t h e  resr schools, mc! e:.e f q t t e r  

f a  Pine. They folio- t h e  Cape shore f ~ s  es Cape 

Swble, a.nc? then t 5 e y  co to the noutkmrd. Jlavc 





If 





other fish preyinr;  upon t?icm. Docs not think w k t  

the fishemen c e t c h  decreases them very m~cI1, but 

of courso it  docs 6o'?e, but nothin7 corrpared to tho 

f i s h  that prey uTon them. The reacjon of the scar- 

c i t y  ofhackerel is that thc y ' o u n ~  h w c  not c m e  to 

maturity. It is 'clue to natural, C 8 i x S e s .  

Caucht but veri' fck in the old clays 5e- 

fore the erpawninl: 8888on. W e  never vent mckerel 

fishing i n  the eetrly yews until the s p w m i n ~  sea- 

son came on. Perhaps R clozen vessels would co out 

as far as 'Sew York, and they wouldnot yo u ~ t i l  the 

first of ?by. The r e m a r  hook antt l i n e  fishing 

bemn on the coast R f t e r  the  4th of July.  Very 

l i t t l e  was done before that. !yost of o m  f l e e t  

here us& to  c';o t o  Gcoqys.  

tfset!$xl yo south in thc daysaf hook arrtl 

Line fishinf; .  7% used tu Get  full Iwcs mmetimcs. 

Thoy were s a l t e d  then. The beet f ishinf :  ~ o u n d s  in 

those days =PI 1:orth Bay(G.&f of St. Lamence); an2 

some years on the shore, but the  Bay ucseri to be the ct) 

Rave known years when there was a very 

large body of amall m c k e r e l  on the coast, an4 that 



' !md those b ig  schools of t inkers;  only  worth $4.00 

a barrel ;  coulcl cetcli abunclance of thm the vhole 

ssason; qnd t h e  next season those mal l  fish come 

back 8 s ize  larger, and the next year a s i ze  lar- 

cer s t i l l ,  when they woulc? be ge%ting quitc big. .. 
Thinks the purse seine helps t o  decrease 

the mackerel, in  a e ~ a l l  nay. Does not think it is 

nnneceasnrily dcstructive in an:' w a y .  FolzZc7. not 

put any r e s t r i c t ions  On t!ie purse ~ c i n c  fishing. 

That time is passed, If' they had put; it an w!ien 

they comenced i t  would have bee3 a l l  r izht,  but 

i t  is too leite now to put a~:r res t r ic t ions  on  it. 

thouyht i t  WRS gt mod thing. Vessels never mc?e 

a success Zoiny; south. If they ~ ; o t  plenty of fish, 

Z u t  did not like the clos~/season the vay 

they cot i t  uy* It dicl not satisfy UEI OY anybody 

clss 

til the  2nd of June. These f ish noulcl s t r ike  in 

! b o y  s a i d  W e  ahauk1 not catch the fish UW 

?.?sty on the nova Scotia coast ,  and there traps would 

be all set Prom Elit.sbeth@f!o Parmouth; and t l tcy 
e 



last week in  Ray, the f ich wouldbe schooling, and 

tPzeFr sessels crtcl-zin? 6.11 the my f rom 125 to 150 . 

barrels ftpiece--Ehc:r cetchiriy t h e  f i s h  anti ;ae look- 

in? ct thm. IF tliey vuul+ut t h ~ t  I R ~  so we coule 

corrpatc nith  ITOW Scotia  it w o u ~  be all rim115 f o r  

us, but ??hen they put it E! ne:lk too l a t e  it docs 

not  benefit  us. 

!PIC ob jec t  of tile lan w m  t o  increaeo *-,he 

m'ckerel; t h ~ t  is, by not catchin; thm until the: 

had c p m e d ,  hut; the bulk of the mckerel  river 

spam until ~ f t c r  the c losc  season is over. If no 

one COXM cntcli mckerel until after the 4th of Ju- 

ly you v o u l f l  increase them. 

~ o u l ? ~ o t  be any use in legislation at a l l .  

If* they have any leeislation, make it universal, 

and mrrke the t i m e  la ter  than i t  is now. 

Th2nks the purse seine, to  s r y  the least, 

does not do the mckerel. any p o d ,  It tends t o  

drive them array. A body of" mackerel m i T h t  be start- 

ed From one place to another, but hardly think ft 

would drive them aff the coast. ITevctr knelr of 

such an fnstance, Have seen perhnps 30 or 40 scines 

Iayiw .anBeP their mineatla,  w i t h  t h e  pockets 

alarzpirte dressing aut of thm, in a mcll space. 



T h p  fishemm have different, oyinions 8~ 

to the bcnpfi t  of the close t h c  QII t h c  mckerel; 

some think it is a zoo;, t!ii3c, o t 3 . c ~  s t?iir9c 

not. 

renewal of' t h e  c lose  t i m e .  

n 

minks t h e r e  aoulc'/??c 3trm-g objec t ions  t o  a 

Could n o t  c n t c h  RF; nnny a i t h  hook and 

l i n e  if the purr;p s e i n e  WRS sivcrr w. minks t'iat 

r?ny is over.. It ~ o u l ~ ~  tpke  lanry?i* h h ~  t h m  I'll 

l i v e  t o  c c t  it hack 8Cz. in .  !Think mackerel hzvc 

c?mny;ed. There arc  no mn:- fish n f t c r  tlienl m r '  .m 

mc?i  feed in the  "Inter.  %re feed in t h e  %ter 

t?i*n there used to be. Fie T n t c r  this year n y p e a e d  

t o  be fW.1 of feed orcry7!icre PIC rent, anc! they K i l l  

not b i t e  a hook -.'!i-n t W t  is arwmc!. 

Yery few resscl!: 50 into t'ie ?Torth 3a:r 

no- f'rm this coast .  ~ c s t  year ?ow" or f ive  krook- 

e m  d u m  there, am? year before  last t l z ree  seine= 

I K R ~  one of thm. "his Z~C?ET- h,-.vc h a m  E Lwo3. mw 
seiners down there .  Probnbly 75 vessels m u l A  Lp 

from this port and d o n  east  for the s?yirq fish- 

*- e r y ,  ?lost  of them from here. 
* 

:!e went soutlr this year. ni+ot ca tch  

any P i s h .  Sav some f fsh,  but they were w i l d .  .Only 

two or  thrcc ve88eIs cot  any, nntt they got onkr 8 

few. 



Thinkti it muk: be a hareship i f  fisher- 

men were prcventeil Arom fiahinr;  w i t h  seines in the 

ITortll Ra:?. V e s ~ e l a  w i t ! i  hook a3d l i n e  have not 

done as w e l l  as seiners this year. One vessel, %lie 

lToumbe@a, is bound I2ome m i t h  450 barrels, taken 

w i t h  the p-mse s a b - e  in the ?Tort!? Re:'. We h a v ~  no 

privileeees there  now. CEnnot buy rinythin? therC 

in $he sfi~Ps o r  Frovirsiona, c t c .  Voulc' not buy 

F 

in t!ie Ba:- t h i s  simcrP, but y e  could not catch them, 


